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The Spanish Kevolution is in s serious crisis. The recont fall of 
Bilbeo, the militery victorics of Franco, the aid of German end Italian 
copitelism together with the connivence of "Democratic" Engléend, Frence, 
sad Stelinist Russie (not forgetting U.S Imperialism) attest to the 

‘set that if cvcats continue their present course, the Spanish prolete- 
riot will suffer the seme fate es the German und Austrien. More, it 
would be 6 blow st the internetionsl proleteriat, resulting in a further 
reuctionsry trend in the U.S.S.F., and hesten the outbresek of the com- 
ing imperislist wer. 
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’ é victory for the forces of Spanish capitalism, whether 8 Fescist 
dictetorship’ of Frenco or s military dictatorship of the Loyalist gover- 
nment, onthe one hend, or, & victory of the Spenish proleteriat snd 
tho establishment of es Soviet Dictatorship, on the other, will undoubt- 
cdly sherpen the cless-struggle in the U.S.s4.--however, a capitalise 
victory in Spsin will stimulate the Amcrican bourgcoisic into taking 
tno offensive, while the revolutionary vanguerd would be greetly demo- 


rm sLlived. 


The duty of revolutionists is to anelyse world events, give precti- 
cat Aolutions to the proletariat, and draw the necessary conclusions 
foom thes¢ events. There is still time for us to do this. We must, 4s 
intornustiondlists, aid the Spenish proletsrisut ettsein its victory-- 
tac establishment of its revolutionery diétatorship. This can only be 
schievea by its edoption of a clear-cut Merxist progrsum end disasociat- 


ine itself from the reformists, centrists, and populser frontists of all 
B. nace ‘ 
y Shn3aEes * 


ied b 


When we enterea the Secialist Party we misjudged the objective sit= 
| ustion; the Spenish Revolution snd the Moscow Triels. Tt mey be humen. 
to misjudge the objective historicsl situstion ana to err, but it is 
‘ nowhere said, except perheps in the writings of centrists end cepitulr- 
tors, thet heving fuiled to evelwete the objeetive Sitwetion correctly, 
heving feiled to fersee a revolution, we should completely ignore it : 
h when Le errives. 

The fect thet we ignorcd the Spenish Revolutien - to the extent, of 
course, thet it could be ignorcd without producing én explesion in our 
renvs.ig beyond serious dispute. However, despite the facts, the leeder- 
aniy will undoubtedly try to meaintsin that it did conduct 6 cemprlgn on 
Unsin, @& beicf review of our history sinec we entered the Party wil not 
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anty moke this tesk more difficult for the leedership, but i Wi PL GN rg Bape LS 
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egal tart. ite ts- guilty of not merely “on edeptation to centrism , bxrt 
cf cGepituletion to- centrism. 


ution occured when the Perty was in the midst of its elec- 


™mhe Revol O t of 6] 
tien compcign. We were engaged in the tactic of integration , end in 
aale readership’ s opinion, nothing, not even. the Spsnich Revolution, Look 
yrecusence tO ‘integration,’ Ali demends that we leunch @ céampelgn to 
send errs to the Spenish workers were ignorcd, or met with the refrain . 
er. ab tt ; | SPR atny bene, ert | 
tens janet seis uti thc elections. 4h over. = 
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hive ss poenee ne? Othe Comesdes for a campeign on erms to- the Spanish 
4 oa eacatanl as, insistent efter’ the éloctions «ere over. accordingly, ; 

WN YOlen wos Leunched to mske ‘the Perty, sdopt the slogen "Arms for 


Sptin” .4 This. ex rt ps a " 7 
See = tee Cempelgn wes uncoordinated and "week. Nevertheless,’ the 
TGheee une eu Ly ececived SO much nationsl support that it forced _ 
wen ve ehnounce the formetion of the Debs Column. teévineg Sete 


eo Mement the Gucstion of *rming the Column which ves Neve PreLsod , Pee 


peaay Ree Neey import sate Shines 41thoush artatusldys ihe cnt es oer, 
eECU eS HIP wus, preséent-—et. the membcrship mceting where tho formetion 

o1 the Column wes ennoun¢cd, end where Thomss strtod thet "tho forme- 

ne Sage ee one helf es romentic us'arms for Spein'", 

korg veers rose to reply to Thomes énd to state our. 


Begs formation of the Debs Column poscd two importent qucstions for 
ae sae ce continue Our cempfign for the édoption of the Slogen 

ie, one he ta? and, Shell welepttate fer-the eseienment. of ithe Cos 
7, ut eo the Stelinist, Socialist, anarchist or POUM milities, or to 
“io lcgel bourgeois Populur Front Government? 


witnout téking «6 complete position on Spein and fighting for: itijen 
eV. svar to these questions is lnconccivuble. Por « fight on the Spenish 
sees LeLSOS B11 our, principted positions, end flowing from this, the 
476 35.0% Of & porspective end the possibility of 6 split. The question 
cod the leedership the Wess raise the Sprnish issue and fight 
omplete position, Or, drop it ond cépitulste. The lesdership- > = 
~ etod, Without snother word the Slogen “Arms for Spein' was "4 
CEO WEN. the Question to which perty essign the Column Wes never reisca 
erd “het is worse, we essisted Altmen in liquideting the Debs Column 
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2 #1ltmen did not want the Debs Column. He wes forced to crcete Lins. ioe 
Crt coloretion in his struggle egsinst our 'frms for Spain" cempeign 
We did not want it beesuse it esised our cemprign to © high political 
plene; to & heed-on struggle with the centristes and the right-wing 
over the Spenish Revolution. This emberrusing unity was solved by 
Altinon' s Strengulstion of the Column while we aovered him by launching 
INtoO & juridical campaign on the Moscow Trials and remained SsiTent-“on. 
the Column. (Comrade Burhhem confirmed this at a correspondents meeting 
éeriy in May - "It would have been a misteke if we did not ellow the  . 
Debs Column to drop.") | 


In connection with the Column, it must be remembered that altho 
Siegel refused to send men to Spain because they demanded to be sent 
to barcelona instead of Madrid, we did not protest or attempted to 
aispute the issue. Even Harry Milton's letter which reads in part "TI 
hove no Trotskyites were among them; if sueh is the case organize 
memorial services for the dead..." proved unable to stir the leadership 
into &@ strugsle on this issue. | 


During the interim between the formation of the Column ana the 
Chiceso Convention, snumbver of comrades presented statements to the 
2ece.snip. in N, ¥. (Appeal) These Statements all deelt with our fsil- 
vos to recognize the Spanish issue end proposed an immediate campsien. 


2 Cur x.owledge, a request was made by one comrade for permission to 
“Oo €  oorvere the leadership to discuss the issue together with another 


‘813 ho shared his views. This was denied. 














“L1G Slogan’ Arnis for Spain" is a@ céntrist Slogan. The ogan Shoula 
ravy been: ‘Arms-for the Spanish Workers’ 
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r “hen comrade Cannon arrived from California he was first seen and 
icerd by all the comrsdes st an Appeal meeting where he proposed the 
liquidation of caucuses. One week before the Convention, a moeting of 
ef the correspondents was held on March 20th. Comrsdes Burnham end --e~- 

Shechtman were conspiciously sbsent; the main report was msde by com- 

Gede Spector, while comrede Csnnon restricteu himself to a few remarks. 


: Comrsde Cannon begsen his short speech with a little humor. He said: 
We are advancing with seven league boots... we are going to take over 
the Party." Then getting down to bed-rock, he began to hammer out the 
line. "We must liquidate the factional atmosphere, we must. have peace 
|in the Party." As an interesting sidelight, he let us in on e® little 

} Secret; he had made a little deal with Thomas. He reported that he had 
essured Thomas that we were gding to dissove the Appeal caucus after 
the convention; and in return, it Seems that we asked for representa- 
tion on the City Central and the City Executive Committees. (As is well 
known, we never received this reppesentation for these or any other com — 
mmittees.) When the discussion was opened a number of comrades attscked 
the leadership for its failure to raise the Spanish issue, and:demanded 
thet immediate action be taken on this question. As Spector was about 
to sum up, Cannon asked for the floor. He began by reiterating the 
necessity for liquidating the factional atmosphere and establishing 
‘peace. In reply to Salemme, who in the discussion stated that the line 
of peace advenced by the leadership was "se demand for a blank for a 
second entry", comrade Cennon said. "Yes comrades, in a certain sence 
it is andther entry. And in a certain Sence we are asking for a blank 
check. We asked for one in the past and we got it.." Then he answered 
the question as to why he had announced at the Laidler membership 
meeting-that he was for the liquidation of the Appeal and other caucu- 
ses, by explaining that it was a matter of time. He dwelt at great leng- 
th on the point that time is one of the most decisive factors in poli- 
tics. Then getting to the gist of the matter, the question that every- 
one was waiting for him to tackle, he Said:"About Spain, I can't say 
much because I'm uninformed and haven't given it much thought.” (‘!) 

As a justification, he added: "When one is away from the .Center one 
tends to pay less attention to highty political questions." We forget 
whether it was before or after his 'remarks' on Spain that he said 

the following: "We-must build up the authority of the leadership so 
that the SP'ers will have something to come to in the future." (') 


“ The Spanish Revolution is the central issuc of the day. Un the cen- 
tral issue of the day, the question to which all other issues in the 
revolutionary movement lead -., comrade Cannon, the ideologicse] leader 
of our American movement, pleads ignorance! The leader of a movement 
which maintsins that the fate of the Poviet Union end the international 
proteterisat will be settled by-the revolution in Western Hurons, pleads 
ignorance of the tasks arising from the sdvent of the revolution we . 
hed been expecting for years as the turning point in the lone series of 
defeats of the international proletariat, and the degeneration c* the 
first workers'stste., To put it mildly, anyone who belisves that comrade 
Cennon was "uninformed," is naive. Comrade Cannon was not only informed 
but he Pefused to comment or express eny opinions on tne ~npsenish issue * 
vecsuse-he, together with the rest of the leadershin, ned ©. line of 
ignoring ‘the Stenish issue; the line of*no politica: struscie, of “pen- 
etfration,” end of "peace" at any cost. 





The most serious and vital responsibility which history plsesed be- 
{ore us was the task of taking a complete and uncompromising revolution- 
sry position on the Spanish Revolution. Had we gone to the Convention 
with 8 complete and revolutionary program on Spain and had we conducted ' 
an uncompromising struggle for its adoption, we 
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Woul. have fullfilieu-our duties as revolutionary internstionalists 
Vercusly concerned about their obligations to the Spsnish proletariat. 
B..u &% the Convention the leadershi p dic not make the Spanish Revolu- 
tion its main issue, It reduced its main task to manouverine with the 
CSalrists, which it did until it had worked itself tc the pore. And 

Oo: what importance is the Spanish Revolution when Zan and tyler are 
begging for a pow-wow? Certainly no more than a little fracas in 
Western Europe. After. all, we have to make a deal with the centrists, 
ana if we teke an intransigent position it might uin our chances of 
Striking a bargain with them as we did with Thomas. Besices, @s sam 
Gordon put it: "We don't limit ourselves just to agitation for the 
Spanish Revolution, we fight for the World Revolution. 


let us sum up our activity on the Spanish issue at the Convention. 
After the Appeal resolution was defeated, - a resolution which Sy no 
msens can be regarded as being free from centrist formulation- re 
veted for &@ so-called Clarity sub-committee, on the basis of the Clari- 
tySpenish resolution; to draw up s position on: the most vital question 
oP the day. In Burnham's letter to Trimble, dated Mey l¥th., we find 
the following: "As you know, a sub-committee had been appointed in 
Chicago to draw up a resolution on Spain. This consisted of: Trler, 
Zam, Siegal, Romer(who had left the country), and Allen (who was per- 
heps added in Phila.,- I'm not sure). During the six weeks since 
Chicego, this sub-committee ‘had not had time’ to prepare its resolut- 
ion. Indeed it did not 'find time to complete it' until the closing 
hours of the Phile., meeting." Burnham discreetly skips over the fact 
that we shirked the responsibility which History placed upon us at the 
Convention by entrusting it to "Tyler, Zem, Siegal, Romer (who had left 


the country), and Allen (who was perhaps added in Pail ae) 


Thus, in part, the responsibility for the NEC Spenish resolution 
devolves on uS. For it must not be forgotten that we voted to have = 
Sub-committee draw up a resolution on Spain. Our actions at the Conven- 
tlon were the logical culmination of the line of "peace in the Party." 
Objectively, our strategy at the Convention reduced itself to injecting 
6 little ‘leftism' into the centrist positions that were up for edop- 


tion, We imparted to the Convention the much needed left coloration, 


end left the door open to further "peaceful penetration." 


ATter the Convention was ever, e membership meeting of the Appeal 
wes celled for the purpose of reporting on the Convention and to pro- 
pose further action; this was one week after the Convention. THe sciion 


“ proposed by the leadership, wes dissolution of the o—bire. Appeal csucus, 


This ection was delayed until the following week becsuse after comrade 
Burnham's presentation of the Spanish and Moscow Trials issues, whe 
Opposition to the dissolution of the causus was reenforced by the 
opposition thet developed to his presentation of the issues. And the 
leadership's proposal for dissolution would have been accepted, if the 
motion had been put and carried, only over a gceést deel of opposition & 
dissatisfaction. 


"or vears, in 411 the languages of the world in which Trotskyist 
iizerature 13 published, it has been repeated, emphasized, and driven 
mote to whe reeder, that the fate of the Soviet Union and the interno- 
tionél proista-iat will be settled by the revolution in Western Hurope. 
Bu.» at this meeting of the Appeal caucus, Gomrade Burnham turned this 
cCouception on “ts need and declared that the fate of the Spanish revole 


tion will be settled in Moscow! His exact words were: "Spain 43. the 
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backyard of Moscow" The “conception. Thee ‘the. ‘revolution: in hosccrn 
Lute ope would settle : “the Pate of the Soviet Union was too well ingrain- , 
cad in the blood of the comrades for them to passively accept its oppo- 
*lte, end,the open declaration to ignore the Spanish Revolution and to 
erlentate ourselves towards a purely legalistic struggle on the Moscow . 
Trisis created greater confusion and dissention. In view of the fect i 
whet the leadership had been following a policy of maneuvering on the ‘ 
vOop With the centrists, of refusing to conduet a political struggle on° | 
the Spenish issuc, of accepting geg-laws, of maintaining 6n iron deter- 
Ininetion not to slltow the ranks to influence their policy, 4ll of this 
meant, after Burnham's frenk report, that there could be no question of 
campéign on Spain. (The line was "peace" in the Party.) 


At the following #Appesl meeting held a week later, unlike the pre- ; 
vious meeting, a statement calling for the dissolution of the caucus | 
sid dealing with the Convention, the Moscow l'rials, and Spain, was sub- 
mitted to the membership for acceptance. Verbal promises were mede thet 
38 soon as the hearings in Mexico were over we would start e& cempéeign 
on Spain. One has only to re-read the statement to see that in reslity 
it queranteed the line of "peace" being continued and not e campsign 
on Spain, : | 


The statement hails the Convention as 9 leftward(!)step, protests 
the banning of inner-Party organs, célis upon the Party to leunch 8 ) 
Ssherp counter-offensive against the Stalinists on the issue of the 
Treiels, and "also calls upon the Party and all members to intensify our | 
Seiten in behalf of the Spénish Revolution, in which. we(the Party 
or the ppcal? - our insertion) have been inexcusably remiss in the 
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The comrades’ who voted for the dissolution of the caucus fell into 
the..trap. Laid for them by the lesdership.when_it declared that "the 
dissolution of the caucus is not e principled-question"”.-In reality, the 
principled question, was then and is todey:, on ‘uncompromising strugele ' 
on the basis of a Comp Le te program-on Spain, or, capitulation to the 
contrists,. «a'truce' was established and this mcoent, politically --6 cap- 
itulation ‘to; the centrists. (We, wild show that. the leadership dic not 
volunt erily change its line of “peace”. because it decided that it wes 

Lime to rectbify-its capitulation and.raise-the Spsenish issue as it 
should pitts long ago,. but thay this ehanee was forced upon it against 
SS: Waldlel : 


The Philadelphie meeting of the NEC was held during the Barcelone 
events. Novack reported to the NEC on the: Moscow Trials and the Americ- 
en Committee for the Defense of L.Trotsky for almost two hours. Buruhem 

eae Une other leaders have made a great point of the fact that the hEC, 
seting under the. very.shadow: of the Barcelona events, found aimost-no 
te to discuss these events. What righteous demagogy. We found ways. 
sic means to have Novack present to discuss the. Trials. for almost two 
-o1rs, but no mention is msde of the fact that we, for one reason or 
nother, ceasons which have yet to be advanced by the leadership, found 


ao time to speak on the Barcelona events! 


The NEC resolution on Spain is a perfect gem from the arsenals of 
centrism,. It calls for. Soviets, for: the establishment of Socialism,. and 
ends by stating: "We are firmly opposed to insurrections ageinst the 
government over: differences of policy in this. period of civil wer. We 
are likewise’ opposed to repressive methods by: the government ageainse 
eny working class orgenization.." When it comes to the realm of deeds 
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Lowever, 1t is another metcer. In a statement on the North American 
.onm. for the Defense of -Spenish Democracy published together with the 
Spstnish resolution, we fina the following: 'In accordance with the 
principles of united front activity, we direct our psrty members to 
refrain from all ettacks upon the Spenish Government or sny of the 
other enti-fescist forces fighting Franco and to insist that the 
Speskers representing other elements in the N.4.C. do the same, pro- 
vided, however, that our speakers shall have the right to explain 

the Socislist position on Spain within the rights of the United Front. 
We direct our locals where they have not slready done so to undertake 
to set up &@ local organization of the N.a.C.where no such locsl orga- 
nizetion is in existance. Nothing in this resolution shall prevent 
independent Socislist Party activity on behalf of Spain in all locali- 
ties where such independent. activities is feasible and likely to be 
effective." | 


Of course the comrades understand that Thomas, Zam, Tyler and the 
rest are centrists, of that they need no persuasion. But how does our 
leadership respond to the statement on the N.A.C.? The instructions” ~ 
issued to the comrades are: “In accordance with the NEC resolution, we 
go into the NAC to build it up, “or our position within 
TvL. (oO. carver -verbelly 6 are Oppose "pullding” an organization 
that stands for “democracy vs. fascism” and, is a stooge orgenization 
of the Stalinists who use it to materially and politically strengthen 
the counter-revolution. Why doSen't our leadership come out and tell 
us to build the Ameri¢sn League Against War and Fascism? If, the S.P. 
hed endorsed the American League, would our lesdership also eccept 
this position without e fight and instruct us to "built"it? 






The centrists cepitulated to the right when they issued their ste- 
tement on the N.A.C. For us to remain silent, to pessively eccept this 
position, to svoid s struggle on this issue, is, despite the best 
intentions in the world, not merely 8s capitulation to the centrists, 
ig is criminal capitulation to Stelinism. (The centrists csepitulated 
to the right-wing, the right-wing to the Stalinists.) It is the logi- 
cel outcome of refusing to face the central issue of the day: teking 
5 revolutionary position on the Spanish Revolution and fighting for 


c 


it agsinst all the multi-shades of reformism in the labor movemen 





As long es we refuse to face the Spanish Revolutiom and orientate 
ourselves towards s struggle on this issue, our capitulation to centri- 
sm will continhe. We can prettle 911 we like about ‘peace’, no politi- 
cel struggle, "liquidate the factional atmosphere", as Cannon and the 
entire leadership did, but, the objective situation will drive us io 
newer end bigger capitulation unless we break with the line of refu- 
sing to struggle on the Spanish issue, and, unless we repeal our 
Tndisna resolution which has been our only reply to the NEC Spenich 
resolution. 


Despite all the titenic efforts of the leadership to meintsin 
"neace", the liquidation of the caucus, the giving up of the Appesl, 
remsining silent on the Spanish issue, limiting our Struggle on the 
Moscow Trials to a juridical dissertation from the outsice, submitting 
to the demsnd of the City Executive that we break up the united sont 
of the Hast Side brenoh with the Anarchists, etc.; despite et. this 
end more, “peace” could not be meintained! So long.as there are poriti- 
cal’ differences, peace cannot be established without burying the polii- 
ticel differences. : | 


History intervenes, however, and places a limit to ‘peace’ obteined 
on the basis of burying the political differences. The objective situ- 
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~7+<\ overtook us in the midst of quietly putting the political skele. 
Vf aa the closet, The Bercelons events piivaniee) the: dontelare ines 
“ Sting to the fight. To remain silent efter the Barcelona events and 
wie NEC resolution, coming as they did, ene mmnth efter the last meet = 
ing of the Appeal csucus where the leadership promised to launch 2 
Cempelgn on Spein, would have meent politicsl suicide for the entire 
leadership and the left-wing. Still Clinging to the line of "peace" and 
unwilling to give it up, the lesdership was compelled, nevertheless, 
to snswer the NEC resolution if for no other reason then to hold the 
renks together, 


Our Indisna resolution, our reply to the NEC resolution, is but 6 
bone teken from the skeleton we pushed into the closet. It igs thrown 
et the centrists to remind them that even though we have buried the 
political Skeleton, we are still dangerous people, we still conduct 

educstionsl campsigns". (At the Spociel meeting to discuss Spein, 
hsld early this May after the NEC passed its Spanish Resolution, 
Burnhem, in outlining our coming cempaign on Spsin, emphasized over 
and over again that: "This cCempésign must be conducted in eccordence 
with our genersl stretegy.(The Strategy was “peace".) On no account 
muse it become sgitational; it must be én educational camoaicn,.* 


But in its haste to capitulate to the centrists for the sexe of 
further "peaceful panebration", the leadership overstetpe2 tt3clf. Tt 
committed us, first, on the question of the N.A.C.? ara Sermo bys ih 
tne Indisne resolution, to s shemefacod Stalinist positic.. 


“n snelysis of the position "it is the duty of every worker t6 
alive tae government sll the military support to the extent to which 
Lu 15 conducting the absolutely necessary war egeinst the Fascist bar- 


Dariziug” . (quoted from the résolution introduced sat the Indisna Stete 


Convention by the Appeal group) will reveal » principled defference 
Nits 2cy.olutionery Marxism. 7S Ae ae 

226 position of the right-wing in the S.B. is: material and politi- 
c6i Support to the Valencia government. The position of Clarity is: 
"éteriée] support to the Valencie gov't, and politically, they consider 
che Valencia gov't. to be a "Provisional Revolutionary gov't."and they 
ovvose insurrections egainst the gov't, or:repressions of the gov't 
sselnst working class organizations. The position of the Appeal group 
sag been presented to the Perty in two documents. We quote from these 
dccumenats: "Military aid to the Valencis gov't - yes! political support 
no. (Stsvement on NEC - S.P. Spanish Resolution by theAppeal dendency 
N. Y. ¥PSL)"It would, of course, be false for any group to organize en 


— 


ermca svuruggle to overthrow the People's Front regime at this time, 


yvron it is the duty of every worker to give the gov't ell the military 


support to the extent to which it is conducting the sbsolutely nece- 
sSary war against the Fascist barbsrians, But this military support 
which révolutionists in particular must give, cannot teke the form o& 
political Support, or of uncritical support in general." (Rea&olution 
cf the Ohio State Action Comm., and int#oduced at the Indians State 
Convention by the Appeal Group.) 


thus, all the groups in the Socislist Party stand for material support 
Ci 5 | ; 
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We support the Valencia gov't materially “to the extent to which 
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44 is conducting the sbsolutely necessery war against the Fascist bar- 
berians,." This is one of the crassest expressions in favor of Populer 
Frontism, The whole root content of the revolutionary opposition to 
bourgeois toslition is drowned out by the phrase "to the extent to 
which it ( the gov't) is conducting the sbsolutely necessery WAL eee 
Thus it is not the ermed proletariat, and the armed proleterist slone, 
which fights fescism, but it is the bourgeois gov't which is eccredited 
with fighting fascism, That the gov't suppresses the revolutionery wor- 
kers, dissolves the independent workers' militiss into a bourgeois ermy 
snd on this basis resurrects and stebilizes its tottering rule into 

8 militery-police dictatorship end is sble to get away with this be- 
cause Stalinism and social-reformism scream “we must win the wer first- 
511 power to the People's Front Gov't.", etc., is lost sight of. Demse-~ 
sogy is substituted for reality in the words "to the extent to which 

4% conducts the absolutely necessary wer..", and naturally the conclu- 
aicn follows as the subject: We support the gov t, etc. 


& few choice quotetions from F. Morrow's "The Civil War in Spain" 
“211 throw a beacon light on whether the Valencia gov't 'fignhts' 
1eScism. 


"ith the posting of election returns, (Feb. 20,1936) the masses 
ceme out on the streets. Within four days of the elections Azene was 
agein at the heed of the gov't and again crying for peece, for the 
workers to go back to work, banishing any spirit of vengeance. Already 
“e was repeating the phrases, and pursuing the policies of 1931-1933!" 
(p.34) | 


'"Hhen the February (1936) elections approached, the left wing so- 
sialists were opposed to a joint election ticket with the Repuhniicens, 
beceuse they did mot::believe the Republicsns hed eny res] “ci lowing, 
sng because of the hatred of the messes for these mer. Senedd’ Cate- 
1en Esquerra had been guilty of treachery in the October revoly: 


A a SE eS 


tliag but a handful of intellectuals. The teft Socialists were espe~ 

> e]iv cutraged when Prieto and the Communist-Party agreed to give 
“nese Republicans se majority in the joint election tickets; the tickets 
“net carried geve the Republicans 152 deputies to 116 for the workers' 


cezanizeations'" (P 35.) 


"Me People's Front program was e basically reactionary document: ~-— 
'p.36) "For this mess of pottage the workers’ leaders abdicated the 
cless struggle egainst the bourgeois Republic. 


Think of it! The very program for the sake of which the Stalinists 
snd Sociselists pledged to suppost the bourgeois republican gov't, mede 
inevitable the onslaught of reaction. The economic foundetionsof react- 
son were left untouched, in land, industry, finence, the Church, the 
army, the State. The lower courts were hives of reaction; the labor 
press is filled with eccounts of fascists caught red-hended and let 
free, end the workers held on flimsy charges. On the day the counter- 
revolution broke out, the prisons of Barcelona and Madrid were filled 
with thousands of political prisoners - workers, especially from the 
C.N.T.¢ but slso many from the U.G.T. The sbdministrative bureacracy | 
was so rotten with reaction that it fell apart on July 18. €he whole 
diplomatic anda consular corps, with a handful ef exceptions, went over 


to the fascists. 
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=< The gov't "impartially" imposed & rigid press censorship, modified 
martial law, prohibition of demonstrations and meetings unless autho - r 
e1sea - and at every critical moment authorization was withdrawn. In 

NG Critical dsys after the assassinsetions of Captain Cestillo and : 
Y5ivo Sotelo, the working class headquarters were ordered gzlosed. The 

day before the fascist outbreak the labor press appeared with gsping 

Wiste Spaces where the gov't. censorship had lifted out editorials - 

ana sections of articles warning of the coup d'etset! In the last 3 

nunths before July 18, in desperate attempts to Stop the strikes move- 

mont, hundreds of strikers were arrested in betches, locsel genersl 

Surikes declared illegsl and Socialist, communist, snoerchist hesdauer- 

ters in the regions closed for weeks at a time. Three times in June 

the Madrid neadquerters of the C.N.T. was closed and ite leadership 

jetled.” (P..37-+58) 

WO Using can change the republicsn bourgeoisie. Such <= coslitior 
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Gov t, Committed to maintanance of capitalism, must act as. Agans does 
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* votb in 1931 and in 1936. The gov't behaves identically in both cases * 
qg vecause its program is one of building a Spanish economy under capite- , 
y- lism, Thet means: it cannot touch the economic Toundsthons of reaction \ 
&  beceuse it does not want to estroy capitalism, Azana's Dasic vdrogram | 
fc wae OS 1 <10r mat aa . et pre ee igs.. : 5 ye 
power? THO vengelince porate REGIA PSS ETT ons gh ng mame DECK 10,4 j 
(p.39) i ! 
"The People's Front gov't. , that is té Sav, the gov «. of the coslition q 
of the worxers with the bourgeoisie, is in its very essence 8 govern- ? 
Mert wf capitulation to the buresucracy and the officers. Such is the fy 
rrues Lesson of the events in Spain, now being paid fcr with thousands \ 
of nunan lives’ (Trotsky )" (p39) | a 
--":. Albacete province, near Yeste, the peasants sdkzed eo big estate, 
On Meyg8, 1936, they were attecked by the Civil Guard. The press cor- ; 
~ectly termed the situstion 5 repetition of that in she Casas Y1lejes a 
meesacre of 1935. The interpellatioas in the vortes on June 5th, were , 
sweitea with batec b-ecth... but the comnmuist and Sycielist deputies V1 
precesded so ebsolve the government of 217 resvonsibilitv." (p. 39-40) iN 
“Yo Jonetouction workers of Madrid, over £0,000 Strong, went on strike . 
wie Lo mein demand being a 3C hour week. "he Suvernment oruered the | 
| wei sos to arbivrete; and decided on s 40 hour week. The U.G.™. and 
| uve Communisbs egreed and ordered their followere tO return to worl, 
| ->e O.N.T., however, refused to eccept the government settlement snd, 
| wostb 18 more, the U.G.T. workers followed the snarchisis. ' (p.4c) 
‘Fortunately for the future of the Spanish end the internsetional , 
| 75 vyocking EAE Sarid F551 SAN sare ee Uy kk ears we Bie e Mg Nga ROR CDE) 
N. 


And so forth and so on ! We refer the comrades especially to 
" Chapters VI and VII (p.42-53). In line often line, Morrow shows how 
¥ vhe government ettempted’ to Suppress strikes, censored proletsrien 
bepers, errested workers while allowing fascists to fo scot free, shot 
down peesants who siezed the landowners estetes, and finally, even 
tried to keep the news of the fascist insurrection from the masses: 
whea Frenco was already marching, the “snti-fescist (8) government 
cetegorically refused to arm the proletariat - the proleterist armed 
itself and formed its own workers! militias. | 
If the Velencis government is really capable of fighting fascism, 
then it follows that bourgeois coalition governments ars stili his- 
‘orivally progressive. It also follows that if Fascism destroys Sovrges 
Cis Democracy, Bourgeois Democracy can, conversely, Cestroy Fescism: ~ 
sherefore the Stelinist slogan of “Democracy gs Fascism" woula be 
CO.7eCct, Oke may srgue: but the trouble is thet the Valencis gov't, 
coe3 not fight fascism the wey we would like it to fight. Then of 
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colirse the conclusion is inoscsneble: - esuperate With It, help it, 
join it, lead it, and it will then carry out ® better fight. Thus ‘I 
the conclusion is, not that the capitalist Peopvle's Front government hs 
is rourtersrevclutionary to the core and that it hides its reasctionsry 
rule ovhind.." anti-fescist" phrases which cost it nothing, but that uw ‘a 
Ls stiil en instrunent (not a very good one to be sure) which the H 
macs3s3 een use in the struggle against fascism. i 
The weasel words, “to the extent to which" or “in so far as", plai-- | 
nly give the geme away, Fither the government is a workers’ government i 
enc can and coes fight fescism ali tho way, or, it is a bourgeo:s | 4 
snunte--revolutions:y government meintaining its power cver ond against ) 
t “he martsef to irustrsats end defeat at every step their fight against A 
y “ Pogeism. Between these two rcads there is 10 middle of the wey. The ie 
‘ same governinent cannot be both "antisfascist" end counter-rovolutionary N! 
¢ at the tae same time. But the words “to the extent to rmhicn” straddle\ — ‘7 
the bezricedes and meke out ef the rotten Valencis-Barzelons regime ae 
a hybrid of the two classes with "enti-fascist tendencies" dominant ‘' 
over counter-revolvtionary one. The gov't fights fascism only “to-the ¥ 
extent to which" and to thet extent we are asked to support it with ,) 
arms, What about the "to the extent to whéch" the rév't, betrays ‘and q 
sabotages the struggle egainst fascism, shouldn't we disarm it? a 
etc, - no that is conveniently forgotten. it 
i: 
This fake centrist phraseology which sscribes to the Peopl's Front 4 
euv't dual features, i.e. credits it with being forty (2) or sixty (7) 
percent “onti-fascist" in order to hide iis sctual 100 percent counter 
revuolutionery role, serves the purpose of sneeking in the ectval “ue 
Tsople's Front program in full and preventing the sedusnced workers ,. 
from cerrying on the revolutionary struggle against it. "The Soviets, q 
i.6., the S.-R’s and Mensheviks predominating in it, sllowed ithomstolves a 
to be tamed by egreeing, immediately efter the formation cf the Provi- Ay 
sionsl Government of the capitalists, to ‘support it','in so far! as it a 
carried out its promises"... (Lenin, Toward the Séizure of Power, ; 
Book 1, P. 85) | . | 
‘But we don't support the government politically - we oppose it q 
‘ politically. We point out that the People s Front governmént shoots % 
rae Cown workers who raise the slogan of a Socialist Spain, engineers 4 
slots to frame-up the Anarchists, POUM, Bolshevik-Leninists; etc, etc. q 
\ After thus sttacking politically the People's Front government, we then | 
y proceed to positive action and declare that the workers must give A 
militery aid (arms, etc. ) to the People s Front gov t. e 
Only en incorrigible centrist who masks his popular frontism will 
meintain that arming a capitalist government 1s merely a matter of “a 
tactics sepsrate and apart from political support. | 
Some sincere comrades actually bolieve the nonsense thet if and 1 
Ot, ci: a" is raised 3 € tacked on the. 1 
when the slogen of "material aid” is raised, there is | y 
additionel phrase, “but no politieel support", they are siding the | , 
elass struggle here end in Spain. Any sober Marxist politician knows a 
that aid or power for any gov't,y oonsists of economic weaith and mili- a 
sory ordinance. We also know that in a revolutionary situation the 1 
spovertyless proletariat hes power when it is united under e Marxist i 
| teeaersnip and n3s sems ia its nands. "Meterial aid” is one of the — A 
| Sect Suens of aid (o> Suporrt) ony gov't can receive, Those wao teke — “ig 
| ‘he position cf "Material sid baw no political support to the Loyelist 
so pay'ti* show that in reality their line leads them, objec Give ly sO wer | 
— eR ee ee oe A yy A ee Ye —- Hoov ar Incti 
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aiding in the best manner the capitéslist Spenish gov't. Do'we said the 
Bours eois Loyalist gov’ t/, or do we prepare for ite overthrow by send- 
ing "Materiel eid put no ee Support" to the counter-revolution- 
isis 2 Ooviously, we aid the gov'ty maintain its rule over the proletar- 
Lat , 


We oppose this government but we proceed to give it arms. “ow the 
giving of srms to any government is determined; Dy a political interest 
in the maintensence end preservation of any novernment that. one-proceeds 
to arm. To revolutionary Marxists, it is eas beyond any question 
that the most eavanced form of political support which the Soctsl-Dem- 
OCretS could have given and sectually gave the imperislists durire the 
last world wer was to vote -war eredits and in otner weys support the 
srmement progrsmor their respective -cepitslist governments. ‘Giving 
sems to 86 bo ugeois sov_ 'tyinspite of ali tre ake nemes one mey cell 
ey eos fhe tenet end, decisive kind of political support (certsinly 
more mesningful then bellots) and especielly since one arms it even 
while one calls it bed nemes. It is politicsl support to cepitelism 
covered by "criticsl" demagogy . 


"We don't support the gov't politically... we. support it materially.” 
THIS -propostion can-be understood mucn better if it is sepsreted into 
the two questions it is based on. First, “Do we support the Valencie 
gov't?" Second, “Wheat form of aid do we render this Governmenty?" 


Obviously, the suswer one gives to the second question must logi- 
celly flow from one's Boeri en on the tirst question. For exemple, “ 
with respect to Gen. Franco's Fsscist zov' tp, Our position is unequivo- 
cal, We stete openly our ripe aes opposition to it and we proceed to 
the Losk, not of erming it, but of Smashing it... With eee = to the 
People's Front gov't¢ those who call for giving this gov tq all forms 
of meterial aid, must logicslly be oblig ged, to answer the first question 

8s follows: ves, we support the gov't..." (we will omit here e11 the 
desoretions and quslificetions which they proceed to hang onto this 
cleer, affirmative reply.) The answer to the second question flows from 
the first somewhat as follows: “We ¢all upon the workers to give arms 
etc. to the Velencia gov't." | | 


How would revolutionary Marxists respond to the first ict 2 Wie. 
would unequivocally answer: "No - we do not support the People’ s Front 
goverament; on tne contrary, we é6&ré irreconcilably opposed to its more, 
we are for its ‘overthrow snd for replacing it wi ages proletsrian dict-= 
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tee the second question - ""“hat-form of aid 
Ss SO VS ROMER Ae 1s made mandatory by our re- 
on. We would be duty bound to elaborate on 
our first reply somewhat ag follows: “ie do not proceed to give erms to 
the Valencia gov' ty but to-take the arms sway from BBO SOO. t and arm 
the independent workers' militias, deferse committees, councils,etc. 
More, we draw the proletariat incressingly towsrds our revolutionary 
program of strugzle against capitalism in all its forms. We expose the 
rovernment's sebotage of the workers' struggle égainst fescism. We 
raise positive revolutionary slogans to win the workers to our side and 
against the government. Le organize wor kers', peassnts, ana soldiers co- 
uncils today, Lo prepsre to displace ena overthrow the government tomo- 
crow''*." Our opposition to the sovernment in pone os corresponds in 

J 


every way to our vrincipled political opposition to Popular Frontism. 


Naturally, our answer 
do we render this Dour Eee 
She 
4 


"Tn the cease where s struggle agesinst a common enemy exists, a 
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special Kind of elliance is unnecessery. As soon as it becomes neces- 
reat to fight such an enemy directly, the interests of both parties 
fell together for the moment... And the’, as soon as victory has been 
decided, the petty-bourgeoiSie will endeavor to annex it for themsel- 
ves. They wilt call upon the workers to keep the peace and return to 
their work in order to avoid (so-called) excesses and then proceed to 
cut the workers off from the fruits of victory.... 

"During the struggle and after the struggle, the workers at every 
opportunity must put up their ewn demands in contradistinction to the 
denaras mut forwerd by the bourgeois democrats...They must check 4s 
far os oossible ell manifestations of intoxication for the victory 
enc en’ ausiasm for the new state of effairs, and must explain candidly 
theii Lacs cf confidence in the new gov'ty in every way through a cold- 
birnasad aneiysis of the new state of sffairs, They must gimultaneously 
eroect tieir own revolutionary workers' executive committees, commu- 
nicy covlvils, worker'/s clubs or workers' committees, so that the bour- 
e505 dsjwcratic government will not only lose its immediate restraint 
cve> ihe workers but, on the contrary, must at once feel itself .- 
watched over sand threstened by an authority behind which stand the mess 
of workers. In 8 word: from the first moment of the victory, and after 
it, the distrust of the workers must not be directed any more against 
the conguered resctionary party, but against the previous ally, the 
petty-bourgeois democrats, who desire to exploit the common victory 
only for themselves." (Marx, "Ad@ress to the Communist League" (1850) 
fppendiz 3 to Engel's "Revolution and Counter-Revolution in Bermaeny ," 
Lohdon, 1933 - Q@boted from F. Morrow, Phe Civil War in Spsin p. 20 ) 


Only sophists and phrasemongers will create a Chinese Wall bet- 
ween so-called "politicsl support” and "Material support" with respect 
to capitalist government. On this basis the most left sounding "“oppo- 
sition" to class-collsboration becomes so much sand thrown into: the 
eyes of the workers and squashes the revolutionary struggle against 


capitalism. 


The program summed up in the phrase "But this miltary support 
which revolutionists in particular must pive, cannot take the form 
of uncritical Support in general" (quotation from Indiana resolution), 


means in substance nothing else than critical support to the People's _ 
Front government. Revolutionary workers can only extend critical sup- 


pert tc Workans GLASS organizavions. To extend critical Support to 6 
Deoble’ Ss wroent gZoverumsnt is to become @ partner to its program and 
LO pereay the revolutionary interests of the proleteriat- 
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Moreover, if the Peole's Front Gov t. is to be supported with 
arms “to the extent to which it conducts the sbsolutely necessary war 
sgainast the Fascist Berbarians", then it follows, that those workers 
who cvefuse to follow us in giving such materiel support to the gov' tg 
and dezvend themselves egainst military-police attacks by disarming, 
snd shooting the Assault Guards and the counter-revolutionary officers 
ave piaying into the hends of the fascists! One simply cannot be for 
tte armaing of the revolutionary workers and call, at the same wvime, 
For the shipment of arms to their assassins ( the Valencis-Berzelona 
gov! Sw) he P.S.U.C.. (Stalinist party of Barcelona) makes this quite 
siear when together with the People’s Front bourgeoisie it hetcnes 
Norotgs” snd organizes pogroms against the militant workers who cppose 
its ‘democratic’ program. They rally the reactionery sections of the 
petty-bourgeoisie in a campaign to physically exterminate those work-. 
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WOO Sxercise control over preduction and sreenine worlers | councils. nt 
SwvGchm warckers. @2ceurdin: i= to Mert o: Obmero ano the hig? Ly Wor ker! pl ay HH) 
“2 gone oF Meenco, Hitler and Mossouini. Tae nepeless compromisecs | 
glétd oetween the Lourgeoisie and the »roleiaria: and accute both the | 


exuPonr.. WEN of Cisrupting te nacicneal orent (rasd- People’s Front y 
-~ ovr inserticn) and rondering essistance to the reaction. " (Peotsky, 
Problems of the Chinese Revolution 9.36) 43 : | « 
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nerty. colonial | " 
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¥ ea ING recently ; 
shot down. revolutionary workers who asinand an end ieee NORE eee WW 
socislization of the basic meens of production and conrvrol over | 
> own armed forces as’ the only means ot defeating St Stans ee = al 
“dey. the gov't stood on the opposite side of the barricades shooting x 
eer these revolutionary workers of Catalonia. We Stand With the class- | 
cov scious. workers against the counter- “revoluLrenary 2 Soeeects eee | | 
je Sak “he contrists (i. é., the hidden Peoplds #ronter: fe D9 you ad- 
rovete material eid to the Noske butchers of. the revolut? onary prole-= | 
tiviac? Ehich side of the barricades are you sending 31d t9? } | 
: 


» by 


te TD) es 5 cD 
Ci. 
Le 
t 


ty AY 


: ee in = =~ “7 i 
aid’ to, the Loyalist gov ts Por 
BG wrth cevocutLonéry Merazists, The Ve 
: Cc 


@¢tate standing in cerense ex private pro 
ony 2 Law end orden’, GAS (Gonsce tis or, 
"4 2 @) 


centrists and reformists in talk? 
3] 


@ 
4 

" 

= ¥ 

cre 

j-! 


7 a 
ro 


rested revo. utilonary Bonkers oP 
pene tmom- ihe Avetielvabte terror, of tne mass3s ) 
S 


inet ee 
rae oe 


rh j=" 


i ny i 
ee ee 


* bag 
Boi at 


oy cr oo 








ene 9 eee by the purely military aspect of the stru wb Te Sour 
duty to break down. this illusion. Our present line, howeves, preevyentoaes. 
us trom doing thisi Theoretically we hold the position that the Péo- | 
pldés Front cennot fight fascism; we criticise it "politicairy | because wil 
its program is liberal-cepitalist, it therefore cennot issn. *as2ism, | 
snd then we proceed to tell those very workers who heve heard ow 
criticisms to send aan material aid to this gov't, which we heave told | 
them cennot put up an “effective fight. " The very posing of the siogen ie 
Riskel aid but no political support” vefuddles the workers into | 
thinking that the People's Front can fight fescism - otherwis 6 why 
should we ask them to send it sid, The workers in the U.S.A. will only 
bs confused into supporting the People's Frént by such centrist slogens 


Ths masses in this country support the Valencia go Hecausge they 
TAL U 


Some comrades object end say: “True, the People's Front cannnat 
-ight fascism. But don't the workers et the front need arms ar’ sren't 
“ey fighting Bescism?" A concrete examinetion of the situation in Spain | 

ee show that the workers are under the forcible convvol of an d are 5 
omeenized by, the liberal capitalist gov'tj and its ‘rsdical’ support- a 
ern. Because the Spsenish proletariat may for the moment sunport the >) 
gov't politically end materially is no reason why we Marxists should 
Seppe it. Suppose at the outbreak of e war the WOE Res mey be temp- 
‘erily blinded into supporting '‘their® imperialist gov't,, should | 
peed Bee therefore elso support the gov ti? Such a position is the oy 
netght of opportunism and treachery. Trotsky has this te say ebourt ed 
5 situation where the proletariat msy “support” “tts ruling chass: "The 4 
fect that the big bourgeoisie, represented by Chaing Kei Sack, needs 





to bresk with the proletariat, and the revolutionary prolet*ri3., con the le 
other hend needs to break with the bourgeoisie, is not an evitorce of < 
their solidarity, but of the irreconcilable class entegonism betweon f 


them." (Broblems of the Chinese Rev. p. 66) All the 4rms We 29n sond 

the Spanish masses will not defeat Gen. Franco so longs 6S itoey remain 

Bnges the Gontrol of the Ceballeros, Negrins, Hernandezes. eiul isles, 
LO- Ait wibh the liquidetion of the workers’ militias, the ieovalise 


in essence a sbousgeoks.. army — “with all that t this. tomm ieee Ba Se nstition 
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We do not send erms to workers in 5 bourgeois army Simply becsuse the 
workers in it are being misles. if whe French workers go to war tomo- 
rrow ageinst Germany “to Pisht vescism anc to preserve the French Pop- 
ular Front and its socisl vefomis' we Marxists stand for no materiel 
aid to these workers in the French army, We have the same problem 

to face to-dey as Lenin and the Bolsheviks faced in 1917. Lenin hes 
esteblished e valusble precedent for us in such situations. At ell 
times Lenin was egainst mg§érial or politicsel support to the liberels 
of eli shades. And st the same time he was for Support only of the 
workers's own militis end erms. During the Kerensky period Lenin wrote 
that “For ar effective struggle against the Czarist monarchy, for a 
real assurance of liberty not only in words, not in elegent promises of 
the vhetoriciens of liberalism, the workers must not support the new 
gov't but the eov't must ‘support! the workers. For the only gueran- 
tee of fFreedor and of the final destruction of Czarism is the arming 
of the protetariat, the consolidation, the extension, the deveTopment 
af the role, the Significance, and the power of the workers' and pee- 
asnts' Soviets. Everything else is phrases and lies of the politicisns 
*n the liberal and radical camps who are deceiving themselves. Support 
the srming of the workers or at least do not obstruct this effeir 

snd Freedom in Russie will be invincible, the monarchy irretrieveble, 
the sepublic assured. Otherwise the peqgie will be deceived. Promises 
ve cheep. They cost nothing. All the bourgeois politiciens in al 1 

“ue pomrgeoid revolutions hsve ‘fed?’ the people with promises and 
siupefied the workers. Our revolution S 4 bourgeois revolution, there- 
Sore the workers must support the bourgeoisie; that is what the worth- 
Tess politicians from the camp of the liguidstors say. Our revolution 
i¢ 52 pourgeois revolution, Say we, the Marxists; therefore the workers 
mast open the eyes of the people to the deception of the bourgeois 
politiciens, must tesch them to put no trust in words, to rely only 
upon THEIR OWN forces, ITS OWNorganization, ITS OWN unity, ITS OWN 
arms. ™ (benin, Vol. XLV, part 1, peges 10-11, Pravds, Merch 21, 1917 
Quoted from Trofisky, Problems of the Chinese Rev. p. 32.) 


During the Kornilow revolt, Lenin sdvocated the same positéon. 
Spesking about "Rumors of a Conspiracy' to send reactionery Cossack 
nnits to Moscow and rumors of Bolsheviks giving eccessto S.R.'s and 
wensheviks to enter Bolshevik military forces in order for them 
(S$.R's end Mendheviks) to mobilize the soldiers for 4 struggle sgeinst 
the Cossecks, he said: “Even under such conditions this is what 6 
Bolshevik would sey: ‘Our workers and soldiers Will fight egeinst 
tne counter-revolutionsry troops if they start an offensive segeinst 
the Provisional Government; they will not defend this gov Ree | 
called for Kaledin and Co. on July 16th, but they will INDEPENDENTLY 
defend the revolution while pursuing their own sims, the eims 0: 
ceagucing e victory for the workers, a victory for the poor, a victory 
°.3 the cause of peace, and not 8 victory for the imperialists, for 
naronsky, Avksentyew, Tseretelit, Skobelev and Co.. ven under the 
sysentionslly unlikely circumstances here assumed, es Boshevik would 
$3y to the Mensheviks: ‘Of course we shall fight, but we shall nov * 
seree to the smellest political alliance with you, nor to the least 
exoresgsion of confidence in you - we shall fight in the very same 
wey as the Social-Democrats fought egeinst tsarism in Merch 1917, to- 
scether with the Cedets, without entering into any allisence with the 
Cedets or trusting them for a Single second. The least fonfidence in 
the Mensheviks would be as much of a betrayal of the revolution now 
as confidence in the Cadets} would have been in 1905 -1917. A Bolsne~ 
vik would say to the workers~and soldiers: ‘Let us fight, but not 8 
shsdow of confidence in the Mensheviks, if you do not want to be 
deprived of the fruits of victory! "(Towards to Seizure of Power, 
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Book 1, pages 106-107.) Further on he said more emphaticelly: . And 
even now we must not support Kerensky's gov ts This is unprincipled, 
One mey esk: must we not fight ssainst Korni low? Of course we must! 





Faas ols 


But this is not the same thing >. there is a dividing line here; it is 


being Stepped over by some Bolsheviks who call into "conciliation", 
who allow themseives to be carried away by the flow of ever its. We will 
fight, we ere fighting seainst Kornilow, even as Kerensky's troops do, 
but we do not Support Kerensky, -On the contrary. We Gxpose His weak 
ness..lthere is the difference. It is rather a Subtle difference, but it 
is ntoniy essential and one must» not forget it." (Towards the Seizure 
of Power, book 1, pagé 157) Where did Lenin ever call upon the inter- 
netionel proletariat or the Russian, to give "material aid"-to the 
counter-revolutionsry Kerensky Liberal Popular Front Democratic = Re- 
publican Gov't? Centrists of all shades try to justify their position 
by mis-interpreting the Bolshevik positon in relation to Kerensky and 
Korni lov. 
One of the frequent mis-interpretetions and distortions of Lenin 
is sometimes put in the following two ways: “Lenin supported Kerensky 
during theKornilov revolt", or more crudely, "We must make se united 
front with Negrin erid the Loyslist gov't." The other is: "Wouldn't we 
mske@ es united front even with e William Green, 8 Mathew Woll, or 9 
Deniel Tobin if the Lebor Movement was sttecked?" The first stabement 
we heve shown to be false in the preceding paragrsph. To the que etn 
of 8s united front. with the labor fskers, e question thst is slweys 
followed by an aeffirmetive reply by the mekers of the question, we sn- 
syer: we are-in fevor of e united front. (if it could possibly ‘be ach- 
feved) with the conservstive lsebor buresucrsecy in order to defend the 
i nterestsof the mssses snd es e methdd of reaching the masses with our 
bicerall (in order to tear them aay from our ‘allies');but we are 
ginst supvorting the People's Pront gov't, with meterial aid beceuse 
a cannot defend the interests of the messes, and most important, the 
Popular Front gov't is NOT jut snother conservative labor orgeniza- 
tion bht' 1t is 6s Cepitalist St ELC. 


. Ld 7 a [ ’ 8 t 
Those who advocate material aid" to the Loyelist zoy th (some peo- 


ple uSe 6 left centrist phrase "arms to Spain”) are in reslity Left 
oppositionists of the People! s Pr To-day in Prance s left’ winger 


would refuse to vote for the war cuatane, COonSeription, otc <, -of the 
Popular BPront. Yet the inner logic of, those who -nold the: position of +. 
meterial sid to the Valencia government would be: during times of pesce 
- no support of any sort to the Popular Front; however, if the fescists 
etteck the bourgeois-democratic resime - we favor material aid to the 
gcov'ts end-wili vote for its milltary budget, etc. Asd if during this 
Struggle German Imperialism were to step in openly to aid the Doriots 
snd the DeLakoques and the Popular Front were to dechsre wer ersinst 
Germeny, our 'materisl siders' would still be voting wer budge ts and 
celling for ‘sid’ to the Popular Front "to the extent to which" anda 

"in so fer es" it fights fascism. Let us repeat sgain what Lenin ssid 
under different clreumstances but under almost the same conditions: "The 
Soviets, i.e. the S.F's and Mensheviks predomineting in it ee wed it- 


asa § 
self to be tamed by agreeing, immediately after the formation of the 
Provisional Gov tw of the eapitelists, FOSS Up OC ue et women lie ae far! ag 
it carried out its promises. “ (p. 86 Ibid). We ask s simplé question 
of the material saiders: you are for material eid to the capit alist govt 
im its fight sgeinst the ‘native' Sera, but what if ‘for sates fesc- 
iol= 


ists end your fescists declare war against the Popular Front gov tay 
ch is "fighting fescism’?. These people lsy the basis for sidi os ahs range 
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ageinst Germany. The Popular Frontists are everywhere social-patriots. 
The centrists(hidden Popular Frontists) will turn patriotic when war 
breaks out, it is the logic of their position. 


IV 


If we call today for the setting up of workers' and peasants sov- 
lets, how can we seriously mean what we say when in the next breath we 
cell for military aid to the Valencia government? Perheps we mesn (and 
let us say so without kidding) that the Vslencia government is to be 
incorporated into the Soviets? Or is it vice versa? Or is the bourgeois 
to be displaced by the Soviets? The Zam-Tylerites are quite Clear on 
this point. They come out for workers councils to exist peacefully 
together with the murderous governinent at Valencia, which they heve 
named the "Provisionsl Revolutionary Government". To them 'all is well' 
with the Soviets end the Government. "And what will be the attitude of 
the Soviets to the 'government of the revolutionary Kuo Min Tang', all- 
egedly the ‘only’ governmental authority ‘in this region'? 4 truly 
classic question. The attitude of the Soviets to the revolutionary Kuo 
Min Tang will correspond to the attitude of the revolutionary Kuo Min 
Tang to the Soviets. In other words: to the extent that the Soviets 
arise, arm themselves, consolidate themselves, they will tolerate over 
them only such a government as bases itself upon the armed workers and 
peasents", (Trotsky, Problems of the Uhinese Revolution P. 53.) "But 
even if the Soviets do not carry on s war with the ‘only’ government of 
Hankow, will they not still bring with them the elements of dual power? 
Without a doubt. Whoever is really for the course towards a workers' and 
peasents' government, not only in words but in deeds, must understand 
thet this course lesds through a certain period of duel powar. How long 
this period will last, what concrete forms it will assume, will depend 
upon how the 'only' covernment in Henkow conducts itself, upon how rap- 
idly the Soviets develop, etc. It will be our task, in any case, to St- 
rengthen the element of ‘the workers and peasants in the dual power end 
by that provide the genuine workers'and peasants’ Soviet government 
with a fully developed democratic progrem."(P.56) 





But whst significance does the slogan "for workers’ and peasants’ 
Soviets" bear when we who cry out the slogan, turn our becks to the 


need of the independent ermoe of the revolutionsery workers who are 
7 = ee RT eee a ee Bee 
in opposition to 


"The crestion of ‘revolu- 
tionery peasant committees, 











workers’ trade union, and other mass orge- 
nizations as preparsetory elements for the Soviets of the future. What 
should be the course of these organizations? We do not find a single 
word on this in the theses, The phrase that these are'prepststory ele- 
ments for the Soviets of the future’ is only e phrase and nothing more, 
What will these orgenizations do now? They will have to conduct strikes, 
boycotts, break the backbone of the bureaucrstic apparatus, annihilete 
the counter-revolutionary bands, drive out the large lsndowners, dis- 
srm the detachment of the usurers and the rich peasants, arm the work- 
ers and peasants, in a word, solve all the problems of the democratic 
and agrarian revolution that ere on the order of the day, and in this 
wey reise themselves to the position of local organs of power. But then 
they will be Soviets, only of a kind that are badly suited to their 
tasks. The theses therefore propose, if these proposals ere to be taken 
seriously at all, to create substitutes for Soviets, instesd of Soviets 


themselves." (Ibid - p. 57,58) 
Do we abide by the formulas “arm the government in order that the 
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revolutionary workers may in turn be armed by the gov't"? It would ; 
appear that. Such ridiculous nonsense would require no answer other 

then laughter, yet te-dsy we are guilty of feeding the class-conscious . 

workers this brand of dope, 

Tho Spanish revolutionary crisis poses our immediate revolutionary 

task, nemely to raise among the class-conscious workers the need for ae 

overthrowing the cspitaiist coelition gov't in Spein. Thet is 6 prin- . 


cipled political question with revolutionists. 


The moment for the actusl seizure of power has obviously not yet 
srrived in Spein and is a tactical question to be answered eventually =, 
by the Spanish workers, for it is determined by 6 veriety of conditions a 
such ses the influence of the revolutionary party smong the workers, 
the relationship between the classes, etc,etc. But the proletariat 
must be orientated towards its historic revolutionary function; the 
overthrow of capitalism. Marxists do not begin this task by telling 
the workers to arm and materislly strengthen the bourgeoisie they ; 
must overthrow. We do not overthrow the bourgeoisie by strengthening © 
it materially when it needs this aid to preserve its rule. No. Revolu- a 
tionary. Merxists must strengthen the material forces of the prolete- 
riet end weseken those of the bourgeoisie so thet the transfer of power 
will be assured. | | 

| ‘ 


But for us,in the U.S. who face the task of building a revolution- 
ary party and e new International,to fail to pose the need for the 
revolutionary seizure of power by the proletariat in Spain, would in 
nowise distinguish us from the fine varistions of left centrists who 
are anxiously seeking recruits. 


Furthermore, part of the task of drawing the lessons of the Spenish 
Revolution consists in dispelling the illusions of Popular Frontism 
which have slready overtaken most of the sdvanced workers. We cannot 
begin to do this by calling for material eid to the People's Front 
Government. Let us leeve thet task where it properly belongs - to the ' 
orgenizations of the Stalinists, the Old Guerd Socielists, Liberals, 
end the North American Committee for the Defense of Spanish Democracy. 
(Tt is’no sccident, thet we heve adopted the N.E.C. position on the‘ ’ 
North American Committee. To this dey we have not protested (in the 
branches, the YPSL end Indiens resolutions) or differed on this ques- 
tion with the centrists, the right wing, the NEC, wnd for thet matter 
the Stalinists. Here the subille distinction between politicel and 
material support to a bourgeois government fell to the ground.) 


| 
Hy 
We must create emong the workers both in and outside the Sora he 
brosdest soliderity with the revolutionary workers of Spein. | 
The slogans of materisél sid; includine ermed aid, should be vreised 
for all those “rouwoings or tendencies “hich are definitely gravitatins towards a ‘ | 
comolete Break with tie Peonle's Front and. Hoving tevards a full ruvoluti omar: 
position, < i? ae : “ ¥ z= | « 
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aa tps order to! carry out this position we propose the following See 






















a det concrete actions: facie at ae pie : | SAS 
a az tt 1, ‘Membership discussion earns for the purpose ah arriving at a Reais. 
ee correct position on Spain. | : es 
ie ’ 2. Campaign for immediate withdrawal frei the Stalinist North meri 
oe _ Can Committee to aid Spanish Democracy. : a 
Re pe, OE Immediste establishment of a netional internal Spanish Bulletin Bey 
5 ee eEPor discussion and informetion purposes. » ‘ Bare. 
fe 4, For independent Socislist meetings in solidarity with the Spenish- eae 
te proletariat and against the counter-revolutionary Loyalist gov' Baie: 
cy. 6. Fulfill the promise mede months BGO s to send ce) representative 
xs Y= Tee OPeLiis, eee a 
a aes Say ue =, cca ¢ sa oe ie tee om eal 
Seg a Or ane evolutionary Party in Spain. Rm irs Pe 
| «Against the People's Front! aie ae ines yee : 
Poy) For the Defense of the Revolution; against Franco! _ mye 
pes No. Political or Material Support to the - Bourgeois Loyalist Government! ete 
_ Pee Meterwieloid to the esc 4 On eo owkc epee oe enagsae 0 POF 
t peas For’ the- ‘Orgenization of Soviets in. the Factories, the amy 5 the Pleet, 
Ree - and on the lend! Sol , er on AS tt ae. 
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Bee ce ‘Naniee the RUM Sree ro Hie onary officers, et 3 cj o 
| -* Orgenize a Workers Militie under control of Sovietst:-= + a roan 
| iit OO eh et OmetL Congress of Delegates of Local Soviets! | ee 
| =. Por en Offensive against Capitalism end all its agents! a eee | 
oS For e Revolutionsry Dictetorship of the Proletariat based on Soviets | 
) of Workers, are and Peasants. | f Soe 
| Fae Ra, we os Fully. 9; 1937 RS hens: 
i oe . Submitted..to therN:Y. appeal le ademaitins together with a request. meee 
RS er es this. statement be published end distriubted EO the. comrades as: or ee 
_ @ minority position. } vin oe aa 
3 [aes . we ; WM. Joerger’ _E. Friend ey 
ere! | ; : : ‘a, oalemme B. Smith i oy eas 
BS See | BEN pr Ae A608 Pi Bee ROARS Siar eran 
t . | Ts Ne Davks 's pees oe a SS 
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